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Dear friends,
LMI is a organization which helps people in Mizak through
different programs like (Child Sponsorship, the Dreamer
program, arts, music, kid’s club, education and shelter). It
is satisfying again this year to realize these activities. Our
vision is to make development in the community and help
people have a better future.

On behalf of the U.S. Board of Directors, I echo Kesnel’s
sentiments of gratitude for all the kinds of support Living
Media receives, whether it’s generous donations, hosting
an event that benefits LMI, joining a team on a visit to Haiti,
welcoming visitors from LMI at your churches, schools, and
communities, or simply sharing what Living Media does on
Facebook.

This is not an easy objective to realize because in Haiti
(Mizak) too many people are in need and we can’t satisfy
all that ask. That is a reason why we have more sponsorship kids than we can help, and more dreamers than we can
help. We would like to help more people. We can but we are
missing some resources.

This document provides a quick overview of how our programs did over the past year, as well as a financial report of
how your donations were spent.

Our friends and fans, LMI congratulates you and lets you
know that without your help we could not exist. LMI is thanking each organization, each institution, each church, each
man, each woman, and each youth and child who contributes and participates in one way or another to help us to
arrive where we are today. Each time you give your money
to help, a kid goes to school in Mizak, and you help us to
have a better future. And each time you help a youth to go to
university, you help the community to have a future professional. We don’t know what word and language to use to
express our gratitude to you. It is your help which keeps our
programs alive. Thank you so much for all the teams who
had visited us in the year 2015. May God bless you.
LMI keeps asking you your help, and to continue to make
more fans for us so that we can help more people in the
community. We are keeping you in our prayers so that God
can look over you and keep you safe, so that you can have
more opportunity to help. Don’t stop helping LMI how you
can. We love when you have opportunity to come to visit us
in Mizak. Then, plan to come to visit us any time you can.
We love you wholly and God bless you.
Kesnel Tondreau
Director of Advocacy
and the entire staff in Haiti.
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This year, we’ve made a lot of progress including some big
strides with New Life school, and sending our founder on a
successful fundraising tour throughout the Eastern U.S. We
highlight these stories in this report.
One of the most important successes of Living Media, and
one of the goals at the heart of the organization, is to make
sure that each gift, project, and investment not only benefits
an individual or group, but expands out through the community, as Kesnel says, to affect the lives of so many others.
This year, 3 of our Dreamers graduated, and alumni of the
program in turn started several new organizations that give
back, using the professional skills they gained at university. The solar water pump and well that supports New Life
school is also available to surrounding community members
to get clean water. The guest house provided employment
for 6 local young people. And the artists who benefit from
selling work through our gallery use their skills to teach the
kids in our school. This commitment to re-investment in
Mizak is part of what makes LMI so special, and part of what
makes certain that our programs and activities ripple outward, across Mizak, throughout Haiti, and beyond.
We hope you enjoy reading about and celebrating this year’s
accomplishments. Thank you for investing in Living Media!
Living Media Board of Directors:
Maria Lux
Ellen Kamische
Brent Olson
Terry Pollard
Lee Rainboth
Jessica Leavitt
Elsie Balu
Matt Morrison

Program
Quick Facts
Art Gallery
• Traveling exhibition displayed in 14 states in the USA
• New local partnerships established to exhibit in the city of
Jacmel
• Helped local musicians record, produce, and market their
music to local and international audiences

Caitlin, of Indy Convergence,
held a rooftop dance class
for some of our young adults
at the Learning Institute.

Learning Institute
• Doubled number of students in guitar classes
• Added dance classes with 10 new students participating
• Expanded conversational English instruction through
partnership with visiting teams

Child Sponsorship
• Maintained support of 125 children in 13 different schools
• Expanded communication opportunities between sponsors and children
• Improved sponsorship processes to make payments
easier for sponsors

New Life School
• Began offering classes in Art and English to all 160
students in addition to traditional curriculum
• Expanded construction for water storage, courtyard, and
outdoor shelter
• Provided daily meals for all students and installed solar
water pump and well for students and community
members to access
A group of students from
the Ferris State University
Wesley Foundation and
their pastor visited the New
Life School in early January.
They painted our new gate
and provided an impromptu
English/math lesson for our
students.

Sponsor A Dreamer
• Maintained support of 12 university students and aided 3
to graduate this year
• Participants worked at internships and practical experience around the country
• Alumni started new organizations to help their community
in their new professional fields

Guest House
• Welcomed visitors from New York, Iowa, Michigan, and
more
• Provided employment to 6 young Haitians in cooking,
transportation, and housekeeping
• Facilitated team activities for groups working in
education, agriculture, social work, and more

At New Life School we’ve brought on
a talented local artist, Anicet, to teach
our kids art every week. Here’s a photo
of him working with one of our second
graders.

school, but also taking classes from our Learning Institute, where it all began. Many of our
elementary students, after finishing 6th grade at New Life, go on to study art, music, English,
and dance at our Learning Institute. Because we also integrate the arts into our curriculum at
New Life, we are able to identify those students who are gifted with special skills in the arts
and guide them towards further instruction that will inform their decisions later in life. The arts
at New Life are taught by artists themselves who produce work for our gallery and perform
music for local events. Those students then, once they have developed their craft through
our courses, are able to do the same through the opportunities that we provide through our
gallery and promotion of the arts in the community and region. Some of our previous New
Life students who started several years ago in the primary grades have now moved on to become artists in their own rights and even made some income for themselves through the art
and music that they’ve created. But part of the revenue gained from the sales also goes back
to support all of the programs that Living Media operates, including New Life, ensuring that
we are able to keep the cycle going and build that strong educational foundation and grow
the imaginations of many more children in the years to come.
So when you choose to support any part of the Living Media artistic and educational network,
you can see that it is a seed that is planted but the branches that grow from it reach out to
many different programs and make a difference in many different lives. That is the beauty
of using the arts as the foundation for a holistic approach to all that we do. Even through
the education of one child, the arts can be used as a catalyst to amplify the potential of that
education so that it may have an impact far beyond the school day or even year, but into the
future and throughout the community.

In-depth highlights:
Building a Cycle of Creativity at New Life School
In 2015 we reached the incredible milestone of completing the construction on our New Life
School building, including painting all of the walls, installing secure doors and a front gate,
and finishing the floors and principal’s offices. After working so long to provide a safe and
inspiring space for the children in our community to learn, finishing the building is an exciting
accomplishment, but the value of New Life School has never been in the bricks and mortar
but in the children and teachers that give it life. When Living Media first started supporting
New Life five years ago, it was because of the passion and commitment of a group of young
adults who recognized the need for a new school to serve the most vulnerable population of
children in our community. Many of the young leaders in this group were students of Living
Media’s in our classes at our Learning Institute which is why they reached out to our organization to help them follow through on providing a quality education for these children. The
spark that started it all was through the creativity and leadership training that we had been
providing these young adults.
Over the last few years we’ve been building the space and providing the training necessary
to ensure that the original visions of these young teachers and administrators would be realized and that the kids would be getting the education that they need. We’ve made monumental strides in making all of that possible and it is because of our dedicated staff that continue
to invest into these children’s lives every day. Several of the most influential members of that
staff have also been able to further their educations and develop essential leadership skills
through participation in our Dreamer program, which is one more way that we weave our programs together. But when the staff provides these kids with their fundamental schooling that
is still only the beginning. New Life has become a platform for our students to propel themselves into their futures, which many times includes not just attending classes at a local high

Donations from friends in
Iowa provided new backpacks to the students.

One full month of 6th grade at New Life was sponsored by an 8th
grade class in Texas. Other classes received similar sponsorships
throughout the year.

Fifth grade teacher, Johnny, helps to bring color to
the walls of New Life School.

Living Media Hits the Road
This year, we were able to send LMI founder Lee Rainboth on a multi-city fundraising tour
across the eastern United States. He drove over 4,000 miles, visited 17 different cities in 11
different states, and presented the story of Living Media in schools, churches, art galleries
and more. He hosted parties, concerts, and exhibitions to bring out the creativity that LMI
does best while highlighting the talents and hard work of the Haitians that are involved in our
programs. It has been a goal of Living Media’s for a while to be able to send someone on a
tour such as this to expand our network and share the story of Living Media with as many
people as possible. We are proud to have reached a point as an organization where we can
take this step in growing the influence of the important work that we do.
During the tour we were encouraged to see all of the creative fundraising ideas that friends
of ours came up with to help generate extra support and spread the message. Since it was
over the Halloween season, we held several costume parties where everyone was encouraged to dress as their favorite work of art while enjoying incredible live music and hearing
about what Living Media does to impact our communities in Haiti through the arts. We also
had families that held dinner parties where Lee cooked a Haitian meal and chatted with
guests informally about how they could get involved. We even had one family donate funds
raised from sales at their family pumpkin patch to help provide arts education for the children
at our New Life School. All around the country, people came up with creative ways to raise
funds and spread awareness to help move us towards making a bigger difference for our
Haitian community! We are always looking for more individuals and groups who are willing
to get involved in these ways and think outside of the box to help Living Media work towards
it’s mission. If you would be interested in hosting an event to benefit LMI, please contact us
to make plans. We have marketing packets available to help share the stories, art and craft
products that can be sold, and we can also make plans to send a speaker to your event. And
we’re always ready to hear your creative or maybe even crazy ideas of how to put the fun in
fundraising!

Above: Map of Lee’s journey.
Opposite (left): Musicians perform at a benefit concert in
Iowa. This group volunteered their talents to support LMI.
Opposite (right): Visitors view artwork created by Living
Media gallery artists at Indy Convergence arts center in
Indianapolis.
Below and left: The fundraising tour included several “Be
Art!” costume parties, where participants dressed as their
favorite work of art or artist. A poster for the party is shown to
the right, and the photos below are some favorites from the
Washington, D.C. event.

Financial Report:
At the close of
2015 assets on
hand include:
Dreamer funds
paid in advance:
$3,937.50
New Life lunch program:
$5,250.21
Cash in checking
account:
$364.00

2015 Income

2015 Known Expenditures

2015 Income

2015 Known Expenditures

Child Sponsorship
Dreamer Program
New Life School
Guest House/team transportation
Gallery / Learning Center
General
Special Projects*

$3,570.00
$19,604.50
$44,558.21
$7,575.00
$1,170.00
$8,066.06
$1,500

Total

$86,042.77

Child Sponsorship
Dreamer Program
New Life School
Guest House/team transportation
Gallery
Special Projects (piano, visa)
Fees*
Staff Salaries and general expenses

$3,820.00
$13,622.00
$40,175.00
$7,575.00
$1,436.00
$1,450.00
$662.50
$8,028.69

Total

$76,769.19

* Includes $650 for a piano, $50 for a water project, and $800 for a visa for Roberson.
*Includes fees for transfers, PayPal, and others

Total assets
$9,551.71

1%
Child Sponsorship
Dreamer Program

1%
2%

2%
9%

4%

2%

9%

Gallery

Child Sponsorship

10%

Dreamer Program

18%

10%

23%

General

5%

General Expenses

1%

Guesthouse/transportation

Guesthouse/transportation
New Life School
Special Projects

Gallery

Special Projects

52%

New Life School

52%

Fees

www.livingmedia.org
lmihaiti@gmail.com
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